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SELF-SUPPORTING DISPENSARIES AND DR. MOORE'S STATISTICS.~MEDICAL NEWS,

Biggin Lodge, Norwood, Jan. 3, 1651,
- Bir,~I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 28th ultimo.

1 confess, after that commnnication, T read with some sur-
prise yesterday, in Tur Laxerr, o letter from the seeretary,
dated December 20th, authorizing the insertion in that pub-
lication, as from the committee, of your cirenlar of the 13th
ult,, which is appended thereto; I have therefore folt it in-
cumbent on me to transmit a copy of my communication to
you to the Editor of Tur Laxcer, for publication.

Youstate, in your letter to me, that “ It would also, for very
dogent reasons, have been impossible, perfding that investipa-
tion which had been going on for some time, o lay the whole
of the circumstances before the governors”  Is this fair? is
it honourable and straightforward

Is it respectful to the governors in general, that the secre-
tary, Mr. Maskell, should be em;l)loyed to ferret out grounds
of complaint against an able and efficient medical officer of
the hospital? Thal such is the fact has just come to my
knowledge, and I lament the prostitntion of the secretary’s
office.

I may be permitted to inquire whether we are to have the
Inquisition established in this counntry in the nineteenth
century, with the unkind and disingenuous view of establish-
ing some foundation for a complaint against an ill-used officer
of the institution, in respect of transactions which occurred
some fiftcen years ago, and which ought to be buried in
oblivion, and under that disreputable pretext to-deprive an
able officer of his connexion with the institution {

It has just beon stated to me, that a string of ‘inquisitorial
interrogations has been submitted to Mr. Chance, but which,
if he possesscs a grain of spirit or commen sense, he will
repel with indignation,

In case there is any ground of complaint, let it be stated
distinetly and openly: every prizoner at the Old Bauiley has a
right to sce the indictment agaiost him, and it ought not to
be withheld in the present case.

I do not undoerstand that there ia the slightest cause of
complaint on the ground of waut of medieal skill, and the
contrary is manifest from his position in the profession; and
in reference to his willingness to perform his duty, 1 was

. personally present at the iospiml many mouths ago, when I
noticed the uncourteous treatment Mr, Chance received on
his offering to assist the gentleman operating npon o patient,
who refused to receive a bandage out of his hands.

Really, Sir, the veil is too transparent. I assert that the
sole, if not the only, cause of complaint is professional jealousy,
and that only; and X venture to reiterate my confirmed con-
viction, that the only, if not the most effectual, mode of pre-
venting it in future, is to appoint the present staff full
surgeons of the institution, with alternate weeks of attendance,

It cannot escape the observation of any governor at all
conversant with institutions of this nature, that by m!cgting
the course hitherto pursued, the committoe has, probably
unintentionally, but unjustly, thrown the entire private prac.
tice into the hands of onc or two-of the surgeons, to the
oxclusion of the third.

It must be borne in mind that the wonderful cures effected
by the institution has operated most materially to give pul-
licity to it, and thereby naturally to increase the private

ractice of some of the surgeons; but'I wounld ask—is it
&ir sud just that such advantage,and which fairly appertaing
to every such institution, should be monopolized by one or
two individuals, to the utter exclusion of a third equally
able and honourable man {

L feel assured the governors in general will never sanction
such a procedure, or the prolongation of that cleso borough
system which has too long existed in many institutions, but
which has happily been abolished in the party system of the
kingdon:,

I am, Sir, yours faithful ly,

Quarles Harrls, Esq. Raven Livosay.

SELPF-SUPPORTING DISPENSARIES AND DR.
MOORE'S STATISTICS.
To the Editor of Tie Laxocer,

Sig,—The good temper which characterizes Dr. Moore’s
attempt, in Tur Laxcer of the 25th ult, to defend *Self-
Supporting Dispensaries,” cannot be admitted as an excuse
for his blunders,

1. As to his statistics. Does hie suppose that the  gentle-
man at Somerset House,” in stating that “six per cent. is the
average aunual sickness of one hundred men,” meant that
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there were only six cases in the year among that number ?
Certainly not. "Six per cent. is thé average number of males
constantly sick.

Mr. Edmonds, some years ago, stated that the ratio of sick~
ness to mortality was  two years of sick time to every death.”
‘That is to say, where the ordinary mortality of two per cent.
per annum prevailed, there were four per cent. constantly sick.

Mr. Neigon has since shown, from unrivalled observations,
that the sickness among *“males” (of all ages from ten to 4
hundred) is at the rate of 157 wevks, or three years to each
death. With a mortality of two per cent. this would give six
per cent, constantly iHl, which is doubtless what the “ geutle-
man at Somerset House” meant.

But then six per cent. ill for a whole year, is equivalent to
ot least seventy-two per cent. of sick cases in the year—ie.
6 x&?, for the average duration of cases does not exceed &
mouth.

Sothat Dr. Moore's magnificent allowance of £2 per case to
the doctors, at once dwindles down to 40--12, 3x. 4d. per case;
and granting, as he himself does, the great additional illness
among women and children, he will find the statements from
Derby and Burton quite as favourable as cau be reasonably
expected.

et meo refer Dr. Moore to a table in the appendix (p, 101)
of & pamphlet entitled *The Health and Sickuess of Town
Populations” Parker, 1846, where he will see the pecuniary
results of the “Self Supporting” delusion, ascertained by an
extensive inquiry.

For 18,526 cases treated in these institutions,at Atherstone,
Burton, Chesham, Coveniry, and Derhy, during several years,
the total medical remuneration was £2074 1ls, or under
28, 8d. per case !

It medical men choose to run the risk of insolvency by
offering a month’s attendancs for 2z 84, or a8 new at Buarton
for 1s. 6d. (little more than a halfpenny per diem), there is no
sumptuary law to restrain their extravagant folly, Quem
Deus, &e.

2, As to Dr. Moore's political economy, he sees a%path
to.panperism ddosed” by the Southam scheme. Ias he ever
asked how or why the ¥ path” was opened? If not, he may
learn that the evil aroso from committing the provision of
public wedical attendance to the poordaw authorities ; a
course taken by England alone of all civilized nations.

Would it not, then, be betler to * close tho.path,” by sever-
ing the ruinous connexion betwoen medical relief and the poor
laws, rather than by beggaring and degrading thie medical

profession.  Let Dr. Moore be aseured that the real method

of curing the evils he points out, is for the State to fuliil ils duly,
and to provide and pay adequalely a suficient number of
qualified medival men to attend to the sickuess, and more
especially to preserve the health, of the suffering masses of our
population.

I am, Sir, your obedient servant,

Gloncester, ¥eb, 1, 1851, A Bratisr.

ON THE CASE OF COMPOUND DISLOCATION OF
THE KNEE.
[nerorTED IN “1nE MIrmon” ron pre. 28, 1850,
9o the Editor of Tuz Laxcer.

“Biay~On pernsing the case 6f compound dislocation of the
knee, reported in your number for the 25th ult., it occurred
to me whether section of resisting tendons might not have
been successful.

Bection of the bone,as propesed by M. Broke Gallwey, Esq.,
would, I presume, have been a more severe proceeding, and
would have caused some degree of deformity.

Allew me to be, Sir, yours respectfully,

Margport, Jan. 30, 1851 Faep., Cusris,

vical Fclos,

LEripextorocical. Sociery.—The third ordinary
meeting of this Socisty was held on Monday, the 8rd of
February, in the rooms of the Royal Medical and Chirugical
Society. Dr, Babington, the president, in the chair. Seven
members, nine corresponding, and one honorsry member, were
admitied; and seven new candidates for membership were
proposed.

A paper by Dr. Hoskrxs, “On the Origin and Progiess of
Cholera and Small Pox in Germany,” was read by Dr. Gull.
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The facts recorded by Dr. Hosking were highly interesting
for the most part adverse to the doctrine of contagion,

Mr.Graxcersaid that if a widely extended view were taken
of the history of cholers, he thought that the diffusion of the

appeared to- be effected rather by places than by
persons, und that the Eronf of its communicability from one
person toanother would be found insufficient.

Mr. Hexr admitted that at certain times, and in certain
gl:'ces, the disense did not appear to bo contagious, but he

lieved that on other oceasions it was clearly tobetraced from
Person to person. Ie therefore wasiuclived to think that,

ike erysipelas, puerperal fever, and other diseases, it varied
in itg type, being sometimes contagious, nt other times not so.

Dr. Janes Biup said he had seen much of the disense in
Indis, that, in o certain sense, it was never contagious, and
never thought to be contagious, in that country; but that
where the diseased were congregated together, a degree of in-
fection wns gencrated; and that when it brolce ont among
troops, many sleeping in the same apartments, its spread was
soon arrcsted by the men being ordered into separate tents.

Dr. Guin said, that if the disease were generated by the
diffusion of putrid goses, ho did not see how it could ever
become contagious. On the other haud, if the germs of the

were transmitted in a solid form, from person to
person, a condition in some sense necessary to contagion, it
was difficult to conceive that atmospheric influence alone
should promote the disease.

The paper sonounced to bo read at the next meeting in
March, is “ On the Yellow Fever which has lately appeared
int the Brazils”

The president announced that the treasurer had received o
cheque for five guineas, from David Fullerton, of Kidbrooke
Park, Forest-row, Keat, Eeq.,, as a contribation toward the
funda of the Society; and expressed ahope that so good an ex-
ample would be followed by many others.

MEETINGS OF THE MEPICAL SOCIETIES IN
LONDON DURING THE ENSUING WEEK.

Nore.~When the date of the month is not specificd, no meetiogs take
i the carrent week. :

i

Canibria.~The vote of jis such 2 case forms uo part of the verdiet,
nor ia it necessary that twelve p hould. be i in ding:
such n vote, as it would be for recording their verdict. The expression of
their opinion separate fromi the verdict has no force in Jaw, whatever
moral furce it may possess,

A Subscriber may add ’ feati
Russell-place, Fitzroy-square, London.

Tuae RATE 0¥ MORTALUIY IN THE VARIOUS HosriTaLs,
- To:the Editer of Tuw Lavcxr,

Brn,~in. your last week’s nomber nention was again made respecting
the rate of mortality in the difficzent hospitals, proving it to be nearly twice
us great in the small as in the Jarge churitics of this class. - 1 am surprised
that sonie one has not endeavounred to give an explanation of this fact,
being as it is a very Important one. - May I suggoest the following,

1t must be evident to wny one; upon walking through the spacious, lofty,
and well-ventilated wards of St. Bartholomew’s, 81, Thomae’s, and St.
George’s Hospitals, that the patients plactd there have an ipmense sdvan-
tage over those in the atmospl of small buildt like King's
College, Undversity College, and- other hospitals.  Bot nevertheless, {
believe it ia u fact, that at these smull buildings they, as a general rule, take
in only those cases which are veally worth taking in, aud exclude ajl those
which can be treated as out-patients ; whereas the contrary is the case at.
the large hespitals, upon golng through the wards of which, at every second
orthird bed, you meet with a case perfeetly devoid of interest, such as ®.
small ulcer of the leg, or one of ‘some fifteen or twenty years” standing ;
also such cases as fracture of the clavicle, of the radius, or ulna, and nume..
rous others, which: conld be treated cat of doors. Such cases as these

ily sweil the b i and cures duriog the year, and
make a somewhat unfair statement when comparced to that of the swell
hospitals:.  The following is the manuer in which these cnses get into the.
Jarge hospitals :—On the taking-in day the surgeon hasa lst of the empty
beds gleen:to bim.  Supposing these amonut to forty, he perhaps only finils:
twenty cases which ought really to be admiltedy but he nevertheless fills
the other twenty beds with cases which he can discharge again at the end
of threx weeks, or when his taking-in: comes round again, in order that,.
in the intervsl between his taking-in, his beds: may not be filled by casea
sent in Ly the other surgeons, or from the steward's office, a5 it is a rule.
that ail beds be filled except those left for wecidents,

In the above I have alluded ouly to the surgeons' wards, but it is the:
same in the physicians® wards, only I think in a less degree.

I think this wnlx; in m‘;c measure, account for the mortality being so
small in the great hospitals,

< e 1 am, Sir, your obedient servant,

AN OBSERVER.
A. 0, Z—The period. between conceplion and partarition may vary as to-
lengths bat Dr, Tyler Smith has, we think clearly enough, shown, that
when pregnancy proeceds to its full term, parturition will take place at:
ten lunar months from the last app of the at
what would have been a monthly cpoch of the latter. Bat though the
period of pasturition is thus marked, that of couception may have

to the Vaceine lostitution i

aiid
&

Socleties i H Days of occurred at any period between the: last apprarance of the periodif A
2 i i Meeting. charge and the next monthly pecod § consequently the actual doration of
; 3 T f preg v, or the time from conception to partarition, may vary within
lg{‘)idemiologxcnl ssiesssnnesssinennenes | Mon, 8§ w4, this Hmit,
emical, 142, Strandi.cccovnoisinee | Mon, 8 e | Ixvavin Bosnmixo.Hovsss.
Medico-Botanical, 32, Sackville-at. Tuesday. | e § 1’(; the b)::ilnr of Tux LA.'wczr. i i
ico-Chirurgi 5 L&t 3 e R, er 18 alwaya 3 anohymous stander s des e
%gﬁ:gﬁ,gggmgéim’(f&? er:&?e:: Taes, 8& o Feb. 11 céwx;tﬂy; afid 1 showld have taken no notice of a lc}uer in Jast week's
iz 4 i ge % Tues. § a1, LawcsT, in which a private communication of mine is very freely dealt
Bfrtnovor»s(‘]‘uml'gl......‘.i..ié.......... with, hadbi not eu}n in gt& ts‘:me pe;io\:ﬁcmt. a bgnt\xxﬁi&g :‘fo,'}%ﬁ u;t:h a
unterian, mficld-stroe! Jetter liad been sent from on, and Wis 10.be published, notice
F‘insbnr} ’ v 00" i Wed. 8 p.x. therefore, proving your correspondent’s Incality, I confess to some curiosity
5 to know the writer of it s wnd when he comes forward with lis proper name
Pharmaceutical, 17, Bloomsbury-sq. | 'Wed. 8 gt 12, | and nddress, the profession in this town will e the best judges ns to which
Harveian, 21, Edwarde-street, Th 8 13, | Of us might the most kirl{ clalin your correspondent’s signature of ** N
Portman-ﬂquam P e urs. S B, | Husmbug.” 1 shall then (f he pleases) be very willing to evter into the sub.
South London Medical, B 5, | Jeet of ** extpbiishments for invalid children,” cither as a farther ndeertise.
o OTEOn teal, Horougl .., Tlm.m‘ 8 ran 13. ment inthe columns of Tk Laxcer, oF in any manner most agrecable to
Western Medical and Surgical...... | Fri.8rm. hineclf, At present | shall merety say, that having the happiness to be
Medical Society of London, 334,} Sat. 8 P 15..| personaliy known mf:l;msc crery iu«}k{:l munnxn3 i b&'xh i::p;“x oom
* P Pow Ll +1 $uited the majority of thear before | made my project publicly 5
(@rg&street, Hanov ar-gquare i . » sg consalted luwught such an institution a very desirable cne, and alf

PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES

oF

Members of the Medical & Surgical Profession.

The subject of the next Portrait and Diography will be
ROBERT LEE MD, F.R.S,

FHYSICIAN TO THE BRITISH LYING-IN HOSFITAL,
AND LECTURER ON MIDWIFERY AT $T. GEOHOE'S HOEPITAL,

TO0 CORRESPONDENTS.

Bohea~We ate glad to Tearn that Bolea and his friends arealiveto the
evils of adulteration, and that they are wiiling to aid in the endeavour to
effect their suppression,

o Chemist, {Leodss.—Assuredly the sub.title of cur commission shows clearly
enough that it is our intention to extend the inquiries to drugs and ¢he.
mical prepurations.

A Surgean, (Paversham,) Chemicus, and others,—Silex oxists fn the human
boues. We have no evidenuce to show that it enters into the heaithy
Hissue of arteries or veins,

‘Google

whom 1 asked to be altowed to make use of thelr names did su withont the
least reserve, 1. therof feel perfectly justified in the step { have taken ;
and in order that its benefits may be fairly tested, my oblsct is to make it aa
yublic a8 pcssible. 1 have to thank * No Humbug” for assistiog we to
€0 $0.

1 trust to your wonted impsrtiality for giving early inzertion to thia_now.
and pethaps yoa wiil kindly say that 1 shull toke no fusther notice of
anonymous correspondence. §

1 wn, Sir, your obedient gexvant,

Canncav-pluce, Brighton, Feb, 3, 1851, Gro, LOWDELL,
J. Dy {Pimlico,)—The frst twa questions proposcd appear to us trivial To

the third question we may reply, that the efiect is produced by temporary

pressure on the Enstackian tabe, which forms a mediuny of communics-

tlon between the throat and the.car, .
€. B.—An assistunt to a general practitioner will find no difficalty in being

adraitted to examination nnder the circumstances which he has described,

To the Editor of Tor LANCET.

Sin,~Will you be kind enough to Inform me how a German or Itatian

M.D, diptoraa is to be obtuined in London, and their cost,
Your very obcdient servant,
ANXloUs.

A modest request traly! While we are comssznﬂy cndcpwmrmg, by

the efforts of our peny to uphold the respectabiiity and dignity of our

profession, our efforts are thwarted by those who, like this correspondent

seek to act 50 48 to degrade it.  We have before now. piloried thg Isystem

of procaring foreign degrees Without examination, and ont Hostility to it

is vnnbated.




