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“In [Surrey Buildings], the drainage of which has been complained of by the
parish authorities, there has been an excessive mortality from cholera—nine
or ten deaths in five days. There are thirteen houses in the court, which is
built up at both ends and badly ventilated. There is an open ditch at the end
and the house drainage is into cesspools, with common privies in small back
areas. The houses in this court and those in Truscott’s [Court] have a double
set of small privies, cesspools, and small areas between the backs of them.
Although there has been such mortality in Surrey [Buildings], there has been
but one case (that of an infant) of cholera in Truscott’s [Court]” (“The condi-
tion of Surrey [Buildings], Horsleydown, by Mr. John Grant, Assistant-Survey-
or,” Metropolitan Commission of Sewers [9 August 1849], #63).

[Grant inadvertently interchanged Court and Buildings when describing
Surrey Buildings and Truscott’s Court. The Ordnance Survey map has the
correct names.]



