
It appears that cholera finds London as regards water in the situation in which it left 
it [in 1849]. This holds true with reference to all except the Lambeth Waterworks 
Company, who changed their source of supply nearly  two years ago from Lambeth to 
Thames Ditton [above the Teddington Lock, and therefore beyond the tidal reach of the 
Thames]. From a table subjoined it will be seen that the results of the present epidemic 
in the districts supplied by that company, as compared with some others, are rather more 
satisfactory than they were in 1849, an improvement which, it is hoped, in the further 
course of events will be maintained. New works undertaken by other companies in ac-
cordance with recent legislation are in progress. The return of cholera at an earlier period 
thasn was anticipated furnishes a motive for increased activity in their operations. With 
capital, public spirit, and natural advantages of locality, London may enjoy a pure and 
copious supply of this first necessary of life, as well as country towns and villages, and 
more than some towns with municipal institutions, where the burgesses [405/406] are 
too idle, or to[o] busy, or too poor to bring it from surrounding springs to their doors....
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